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          1                     P R O C E E D I N G S  

 

          2              MR. RONNING:  My name is Randy Ronning, 

 

          3   R-o-n-n-i-n-g.  We have this project's going to affect us.  

 

          4   We have about a mile and a quarter of pipeline running 

 

          5   through our property and we are very hilly where we are at.  

 

          6   So, my main concern is erosion control.  And the mixing of 

 

          7   the soils, because when you dig up -- disturb the soil and 

 

          8   you make a pipeline through it, you mix the good with the 

 

          9   bad soil, and it just seems like it's never the same as far 

 

         10   as the quality of soil you get back. 

 

         11              So, I guess that's my main two concerns with this 

 

         12   project, so, I am very adamant about erosion control.  So, I 

 

         13   guess that's my main concern.   And that's all I have. 

 

         14              MR.  VOEGELI:   My name is Lester Voegeli, 

 

         15   L-e-s-t-e-r V-o-e-g-e-l-i.  And I live northeast of 

 

         16   Beresford, South Dakota.  And I'm very concerned on this 

 

         17   pipeline coming in.  I have hills and terraces on my ground, 

 

         18   and it's taken me my whole life of farming.  I've farmed 

 

         19   about 55 years.  It's taken me all these years to build my 

 

         20   ground up and get the terraces in.  

 

         21              And what the terraces do, you have to listen to 

 

         22   Mother Nature.  Mother Nature tells you what you can do and 

 

         23   what you can't do.  And it stops the erosion, it stops the 

 

         24   rain and it just -- I've learned to respect Mother Nature. 

 

         25              And if you listen to Mother Nature, she'll treat 
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          1   you good.  But my main concern is here I didn't know the 

 

          2   ancestors gave them an easement that was this long.  And 

 

          3   they said they're going to come in and they're going to dig 

 

          4   -- they're going to dig the pipeline in. 

 

          5              And I said -- the gentlemen I talked to the last 

 

          6   time, I says, "That won't work in my area, because I've got 

 

          7   hills."  And I said, if you just take and dig that and I had 

 

          8   trouble with rural water here maybe 25 years ago.  I gave 

 

          9   them permission to bury the lines.  And it took me over 6 

 

         10   years to correct -- to get the fill-in where they dug it in, 

 

         11   it took me over 6 years to get that corrected, and I don't 

 

         12   want that because it just -- I get it so it would fill in 

 

         13   and then it would rain, and then it would go back in that 

 

         14   same track and it would dig it all out again, it would wash 

 

         15   it away. 

 

         16              So, it takes -- it's easy to put it in that way, 

 

         17   but you got to look at the consequences of it.  And like I 

 

         18   said, I've listened to Mother Nature since I farmed, so I 

 

         19   like to take care of the land and not abuse it.  And as far 

 

         20   as I told this gentleman from -- I think he was from Texas 

 

         21   some place.  I told him, I said you can bore it in, but 

 

         22   you're not going to dig it in. 

 

         23              And I said as far as you taking out the pipe, 

 

         24   you're not going to take out pipe because all that's going 

 

         25   to do is cause me the same problems if you would drill it, 
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          1   pull it with a caddy.  You tear it up my ground is never 

 

          2   going to be the same again.  I'll never get it back to where 

 

          3   it was. 

 

          4              You just have to -- when you have to put up with 

 

          5   Mother Nature, you listen to her, and you don't abuse the 

 

          6   ground.  And that's what I've done all my life.  I've 

 

          7   protected the soil because once it's gone it ends up down in 

 

          8   New Orleans.  It goes down the Mississippi and that's where 

 

          9   it ends up and that's why they have so many problems down 

 

         10   there with the ground, you know.   

 

         11              It's just layers of soil that's come down the 

 

         12   Mississippi River.   So, I don't like to lose anything, so 

 

         13   I'm just really concerned about I don't want my property 

 

         14   misused.  And I don't want to have to take anybody.  I think 

 

         15   we need to get a current easement to correct it.  That's 

 

         16   what I think we need to do. 

 

         17              You know, after 88 years.  I didn't even know my 

 

         18   ancestor had done this.  That's what I didn't know.  My dad 

 

         19   said they dug it in by hand, so that was the only way they 

 

         20   had it done, in 1931, I guess so.  In mid-1960's I was going 

 

         21   to college and I was helping my dad. 

 

         22              And they had him put in oats and then what they 

 

         23   did, they came in and dug up the joints on the pipe.  And 

 

         24   then they rewelded them in the mid-60's.  I'd say '64-'65, 

 

         25   it was in that area someplace.  But they had you put all 
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          1   oats in there and then they just stayed in that area and 

 

          2   they didn't go out in your field that way. 

 

          3              So, but my main concern is, you know, I don't 

 

          4   want my ground ruined.  And I could show you pictures where 

 

          5   this fall, we weren't even given any notifications that they 

 

          6   were going to come in and dig up this soil.  And what I did 

 

          7   this fall after I got done with harvest, I went out there 

 

          8   and disked everything.  And the disk was like going over the 

 

          9   interstate highway, I couldn't even get it to go in the 

 

         10   ground where they packed the ground.  It's packed that 

 

         11   hard.   

 

         12              My nephew was going to come with his ripper and 

 

         13   rip it, but then winter started too soon, so I never got 

 

         14   that done.  That would have helped.  It would have loosened 

 

         15   up the soil that way.  But it's just as hard as this here, 

 

         16   as where they packed it.  I can show you a few pictures if 

 

         17   you want to see them. 

 

         18              I guess my main concern is protecting the soil.  

 

         19   That's what my, you know, when you go up a hill like this 

 

         20   and then go down like that.  And if you open that soil up, 

 

         21   it's going to erode terrible.  I told the gentleman, I don't 

 

         22   know -- he was someplace in Texas.  I said that has to be 

 

         23   bored, that's the only way you'll do it because you can't 

 

         24   ruin the soil. 

 

         25              I know I'm just one farmer, but my soil is more 
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          1   important to me than what they are.  That's my livelihood, I 

 

          2   guess.  I'm not trying to be harsh or anything, I'm just -- 

 

          3   I'm looking out for Mother Nature. 

 

          4              And if you listen to Mother Nature, I get to take 

 

          5   trips.  I guess that's about it.   

 

          6              (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:06 

 

          7   p.m.) 
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          1                     P R O C E E D I N G S 

          2              MR. RONNING:  My name is Randy Ronning,

          3   R-o-n-n-i-n-g.  We have this project's going to affect us. 

          4   We have about a mile and a quarter of pipeline running

          5   through our property and we are very hilly where we are at. 

          6   So, my main concern is erosion control.  And the mixing of

          7   the soils, because when you dig up -- disturb the soil and

          8   you make a pipeline through it, you mix the good with the

          9   bad soil, and it just seems like it's never the same as far

         10   as the quality of soil you get back.

         11              So, I guess that's my main two concerns with 
this

         12   project, so, I am very adamant about erosion control.  So, 
I

         13   guess that's my main concern.   And that's all I have.

         14              MR.  VOEGELI:   My name is Lester Voegeli,

         15   L-e-s-t-e-r V-o-e-g-e-l-i.  And I live northeast of

         16   Beresford, South Dakota.  And I'm very concerned on this

         17   pipeline coming in.  I have hills and terraces on my 
ground,

         18   and it's taken me my whole life of farming.  I've farmed

         19   about 55 years.  It's taken me all these years to build my

         20   ground up and get the terraces in. 

         21              And what the terraces do, you have to listen to

         22   Mother Nature.  Mother Nature tells you what you can do and

         23   what you can't do.  And it stops the erosion, it stops the

         24   rain and it just -- I've learned to respect Mother Nature.
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          1   you good.  But my main concern is here I didn't know the

          2   ancestors gave them an easement that was this long.  And

          3   they said they're going to come in and they're going to dig

          4   -- they're going to dig the pipeline in.

          5              And I said -- the gentlemen I talked to the last

          6   time, I says, "That won't work in my area, because I've got

          7   hills."  And I said, if you just take and dig that and I 
had

          8   trouble with rural water here maybe 25 years ago.  I gave

          9   them permission to bury the lines.  And it took me over 6

         10   years to correct -- to get the fill-in where they dug it 
in,

         11   it took me over 6 years to get that corrected, and I don't

         12   want that because it just -- I get it so it would fill in

         13   and then it would rain, and then it would go back in that

         14   same track and it would dig it all out again, it would wash

         15   it away.

         16              So, it takes -- it's easy to put it in that way,

         17   but you got to look at the consequences of it. And like I

         18   said, I've listened to Mother Nature since I farmed, so I

         19   like to take care of the land and not abuse it.  And as far

         20   as I told this gentleman from -- I think he was from Texas

         21  some place.  I told him, I said you can bore it in, but

         22   you're not going to dig it in.

         23              And I said as far as you taking out the pipe,

         24   you're not going to take out pipe because all that's going
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          1   pull it with a caddy.  You tear it up my ground is never

          2   going to be the same again.  I'll never get it back to 
where

          3   it was.

          4              You just have to -- when you have to put up with

          5   Mother Nature, you listen to her, and you don't abuse the

          6   ground.  And that's what I've done all my life.  I've

          7   protected the soil because once it's gone it ends up down 
in

          8   New Orleans.  It goes down the Mississippi and that's where

          9   it ends up and that's why they have so many problems down

         10   there with the ground, you know.  

         11              It's just layers of soil that's come down the

         12   Mississippi River.   So, I don't like to lose anything, so

         13   I'm just really concerned about I don't want my property

         14   misused.  And I don't want to have to take anybody.  I 
think

         15   we need to get a current easement to correct it.  That's

         16   what I think we need to do.

         17              You know, after 88 years.  I didn't even know my

         18   ancestor had done this.  That's what I didn't know.  My dad

         19   said they dug it in by hand, so that was the only way they

         20   had it done, in 1931, I guess so.  In mid-1960's I was 
going

         21   to college and I was helping my dad.

         22              And they had him put in oats and then what they

         23   did, they came in and dug up the joints on the pipe.  And
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         24   then they rewelded them in the mid-60's.  I'd say '64-'65,

         25   it was in that area someplace.  But they had you put all
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          1   oats in there and then they just stayed in that area and

          2   they didn't go out in your field that way.

          3              So, but my main concern is, you know, I don't

          4   want my ground ruined.  And I could show you pictures where

          5   this fall, we weren't even given any notifications that 
they

          6   were going to come in and dig up this soil.  And what I did

          7   this fall after I got done with harvest, I went out there

          8   and disked everything.  And the disk was like going over 
the

          9   interstate highway, I couldn't even get it to go in the

         10   ground where they packed the ground.  It's packed that

         11   hard.  

         12              My nephew was going to come with his ripper and

         13   rip it, but then winter started too soon, so I never got

         14   that done.  That would have helped.  It would have loosened

         15   up the soil that way.  But it's just as hard as this here,

         16   as where they packed it.  I can show you a few pictures if

         17   you want to see them.

         18              I guess my main concern is protecting the soil. 

         19   That's what my, you know, when you go up a hill like this

         20   and then go down like that.  And if you open that soil up,

         21   it's going to erode terrible.  I told the gentleman, I 
don't

         22   know -- he was someplace in Texas.  I said that has to be

         23   bored, that's the only way you'll do it because you can't

         24   ruin the soil.
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          1   important to me than what they are.  That's my livelihood, 
I

          2   guess.  I'm not trying to be harsh or anything, I'm just --

          3   I'm looking out for Mother Nature.

          4              And if you listen to Mother Nature, I get to 
take

          5   trips.  I guess that's about it.  

          6              (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:06

          7   p.m.)
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         23   
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